
Regular Selectboard Meeting 1 

Large Conference Room – Town offices 2 

Tuesday, August 13, 2019 3 

Meeting Minutes 4 

 5 

 6 

Members Present: Brian Carpenter, Heather Seeley, Lindsey Fuentes-George, Laura 7 

Asermily, Farhad Khan, Nick Artim and Victor Nuovo. 8 

 9 

Staff Present:  Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay, Police Chief Tom Hanley, Public 10 

Works Director of Operations Dan Werner and Community Liaison Jim Gish. 11 

 12 

Others Present:  Interested community members 13 

 14 

The meeting was televised on MCTV by Jim Corbett. 15 

 16 

1.  Call to Order 17 

 18 

Brian Carpenter called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 19 

 20 

2.  Approval of Agenda 21 

 22 

Asermily made the motion to approve the agenda and Seeley seconded the motion.  23 

The motion carried and the agenda was approved as presented with 7 in favor. 24 

MOTION PASSED. 25 

 26 

3.  Approval of Minutes of July 23, 2019 Selectboard Meeting 27 

 28 

Artim made the motion to approve the July 23, 2019 minutes, seconded by Fuentes-29 

George.  Khan said line 173 needed to say “Otter Creek Engineering” instead of “Otter 30 

Creek”.  The minutes were approved as amended with 6 in favor and 1 abstention 31 

(Nuovo). MOTION PASSED 32 

 33 

4. Citizen Comment 34 

 35 

Irene Barna was there to support her request for a barrier of some kind to protect the 36 

Historic Pulp Mill Bridge from damage from vehicles that exceed the height requirement.  37 

She’s particularly concerned about the time of increased traffic during the Main Street 38 

shutdown in 2020 for the rail tunnel construction. 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

5.  Public Hearing on Proposed Minor Amendments to Speed Limit, Stop Sign, 44 

Parking and Daily Closing of Parks Ordinances 45 

 46 
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Carpenter said in accordance with 24 VSA § 127-107, the Selectboard is conducting a 47 

public hearing to take comments on proposed minor amendments to the Town’s Speed 48 

Limit, Stop Sign, Parking and Daily Closing of Parks Ordinances.  49 

 50 

He said, Chief Hanley would go through his recommendations for revisions to these 51 

ordinances and the public would have an opportunity to comment or ask questions. 52 

 53 

Carpenter opened the public hearing and turned it over to Chief Hanley who explained 54 

each of the amendments and the reason behind the amendments.  55 

 56 

The amendments proposed are: 57 

 58 

Ordinance for the Regulation of Speed – establish a 25 mph speed limits on Mainelli 59 

Road and a 30 mph speed limit on Industrial Avenue, based on recently completed 60 

speed studies. 61 

 62 

Ordinance for the Regulation of Traffic Lights and Traffic Signs – add stop signs on 63 

Eastview Terrace at South Street Extension; Porter Drive at South Street; Collins  Drive 64 

at South Street; Lodge Road at Middle Road and South; and Mainelli Road at Exchange 65 

Street. 66 

 67 

Ordinance for the Regulation of Parking - exclude trains and construction equipment 68 

from the definition of “Motor Vehicles”, per state statute. 69 

 70 

Ordinance Daily Closing of Parks – add the grounds of the Town Offices to the 71 

ordinance and amend descriptions of parks to reference parcel numbers instead of 72 

abutting property owners’ names. 73 

 74 

Following Hanley’s presentation, since there were no public comments or questions, 75 

Carpenter declared the public hearing closed and invited further comments or 76 

observations from the Board before we move to a vote. 77 

 78 

The Board voiced their support for the ordinance, and Khan moved to adopt the 79 

amendments to the Ordinance for the Regulation of Speed; the Ordinance for the 80 

Regulation of Traffic Lights and Traffic Signs; the Ordinance for the Regulation of 81 

Parking; and the Ordinance for the Daily Closing of Parks as presented by Chief 82 

Hanley.  Seeley seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 7 in favor.  MOTION 83 

PASSED. 84 

 85 

Asermily mentioned to the Chief that someone had told her there were encampments 86 

again on the Happy Trail.  Hanley said he was aware of it and it was because they’d 87 

been moved off of Green Mountain Power land, so now they will need to be relocated 88 

elsewhere. 89 

 90 

Khan mentioned a problem with the timing of the traffic light at Middle Road/Court 91 

Street, and Hanley said when they hear about issues they notify Public Works.  Seeley 92 

http://www.townofmiddlebury.org/document_center/Selectboard%20Meeting%20Packets/2019/14%20-%20August%2013%20SB%20Packet/05%20-%20Public%20Hearing%20on%20Amendments%20to%20Speed%20Limit%20Stop%20Sign%20Parking%20and%20Parks%20Closing%20Ordinances.pdf
http://www.townofmiddlebury.org/document_center/Selectboard%20Meeting%20Packets/2019/14%20-%20August%2013%20SB%20Packet/05%20-%20Summary%20of%20Proposed%20Ordinance%20Amendments.pdf
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said she had been communicating with Director of Planning Werner with the timing of 93 

those traffic lights. 94 

 95 

6. Allen Karnatz, Vermont Land Trust, Request for Grant from the Land 96 

Conservation Fund for purchase of Development Rights on the Hank Dimuzio & 97 

Rhonda Roberts (a.k.a. LedgEnd Farm) 98 

 99 

Karnatz and Dimuzio joined the Board to discuss the proposed purchase of 100 

development rights by Vermont Land Trust on the LedgEnd Farm on Munger Street, 101 

owned by Hank Dimuzio and Rhonda Roberts.  Karnatz said the Board had all the 102 

information in their packet, so they were there mostly to answer questions.  He said 103 

Middlebury has always been very supportive of their conservation efforts in town and it’s 104 

always exciting to work with a town that has a conservation fund to add leverage to the 105 

plan.  He said Dimuzio is also working a second phase of this project in the next year or 106 

so, so they may be seeking additional funds at that time.   107 

 108 

Asermily said she noted the Planning Commission had supported this purchase, so she 109 

is in support of the plan.  Two other farms on Munger Street have also been conserved 110 

with Vermont Land Trust. 111 

 112 

Asermily moved to approve an allocation of $44,000 from the Town Conservation Fund 113 

to support the permanent conservation of 132 acres of land owned by Hank Dimuzio 114 

and Rhonda Roberts, also known as LedgEnd Farm.  Nuovo seconded the motion.  The 115 

motion carried with 7 in favor.  MOTION PASSED. 116 

 117 

Seeley said she’d like to have an idea from the Conservation Commission or Planning 118 

Commission how much more land in town should be conserved.  Karnatz said he’d 119 

talked with Director of Planning and Zoning Jennifer Murray and they are planning 120 

another meeting with the Conservation Commission and she was preparing a map to 121 

see the areas of land that are most at risk, so they are working in that direction.  Karnatz 122 

said he doesn’t prospect for projects, but when there is a project that’s in an agricultural 123 

area and if it’s connected to other conserved farms as this one does, that’s a plus.  He 124 

said as of now the second phase of Dimuzio’s project is the only thing Vermont Land 125 

Trust is working on in Middlebury. 126 

 127 

7. Director of Public Works Planning Dan Werner with an update and 128 

recommendations from the August 8, 2019 Infrastructure Committee Meeting 129 

 130 

7.a. Recommendation on Award of contract for Window Sash Painting at Ilsley 131 

Library 132 

 133 

Werner said the front window sashes on the 36 small windows in the library need to be 134 

painted, so Library Director Dana Hart had asked for proposals and they came back to 135 

be over $3,000, so had to go through the bid process.  He said a pre-bid meeting was 136 

held and no one attended and no bids were submitted, so Hart went back to the low 137 

http://www.townofmiddlebury.org/document_center/Selectboard%20Meeting%20Packets/2019/14%20-%20August%2013%20SB%20Packet/06%20-%20Dimuzio%20Land%20Conservation%20Project.pdf
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proposal from before, Stearns Painting and Papering, and they said they’d honor their 138 

original proposal of $3,200, so the request is for the Board to approve this proposal. 139 

 140 

Seeley moved to award the contract for the Ilsley Library Window Sash Painting project 141 

to Stearns Paint and Papering for $3,200. Fuentes-George seconded the motion.  The 142 

motion carried with 7 in favor.  MOTION PASSED. 143 

 144 

7b. Recommendation on Creek Road Access 145 

 146 

Werner said the Infrastructure Committee had discussed the conversations that had 147 

been held with the Perrin’s and Bingham’s about moving the gates and having the main 148 

access for the Perrin’s be from the south. He said the end result is it would be extremely 149 

inconvenient for the Perrins to access their property from the south, and they were in 150 

favor of the additional guardrails on the northern end of the road. 151 

 152 

Carpenter said when talking to the Perrin’s about extending the closed portion of the 153 

road, it was learned that the Perrin’s not only have a new tenant that would be moving 154 

in, but also run a business from their home, so it was clear to the team chosen to talk to 155 

them that they should recommend supporting Bill Kernan’s plan. 156 

 157 

Seeley moved to approve the purchase and installation of used guardrails from 158 

Lafayette to enhance safety on Creek Road at a cost not to exceed $25,000.  Khan 159 

seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 7 in favor.  MOTION PASSED. 160 

 161 

7c. Recommendation on Preventing Damage to Pulp Mill Bridge  162 

by Over-sized Vehicles 163 

 164 

Werner said the Infrastructure Committee had heard Irene Barna’s presentation and 165 

request for a structure to be built on either end of the Pulp Mill Bridge to protect it from 166 

oversized vehicles.  He said the Committee had not supported her request, but rather 167 

wanted to work with VTrans to have electronic message board signs at both ends of the 168 

bridge.   169 

 170 

Khan asked if these were just temporary during construction, since there is still the 171 

danger of an oversized vehicle damaging it.  Seeley said that could be discussed then, 172 

and also Chief Hanley could have extra patrols there, but they can’t be there all the 173 

time.   174 

 175 

7d. Recommendation on Award of contract for replacement of Generator 176 

Radiators at Wastewater Treatment Facility 177 

 178 

Werner said that Wastewater Superintendent Bob Wells has indicated the need to 179 

replace radiators on two generators, one at the Main Pump Station at the Wastewater 180 

Plant and the other at the South Ridge Pump Station.  The main pump generator is 181 

original and is now approximately 20 years old, and the South Ridge generator is 182 
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around 14 years old.  Werner said Powers Guaranteed Generator came in lower than 183 

Milton Cat for the radiator at the main pump station at a cost of $15,156. 184 

 185 

Seeley moved to award a contract to Powers Guaranteed Generator for replacement of 186 

the standby generator radiator at the Main Pump Station, at a total cost of $15,156. 187 

Khan seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 7 in favor.  MOTION PASSED. 188 

 189 

Werner said Milton Cat was lower on the radiator at the South Ridge Pump Station at 190 

$7,614. 191 

 192 

Seeley moved to award a contract to Milton Cat for replacement of the standby 193 

generator radiator at the South Ridge Pumping Station, at a total cost of $7,614. 194 

 195 

Khan asked why the difference in price for the two radiators, and Werner said it was 196 

size of the generator. 197 

 198 

 199 

 200 

8. Request from Wastewater Superintendent Bob Wells for purchase of break-201 

away flange pump base at Wastewater Treatment Facility 202 

 203 

Carpenter said Wells is requesting the purchase of a new break-away flange pump 204 

base at the Treatment Plant. Werner said when you drop the pump down the rails that 205 

hold the pump and motor together, the flange always has a little tension on it and after 206 

awhile it fatigues and breaks.  He said Wells got proposals from Champlain Equipment 207 

for $4,000 and from Beldons for $4,645, so he is recommending going with Champlain 208 

Equipment.  Carpenter asked if this was used on a daily basis, and Werner said it was. 209 

 210 

Seeley moved to award a contract to Champlain Construction for replacement of a 211 

breakaway flange pump base for the Wastewater Treatment Facility, for a total cost of 212 

$4,000.  Khan seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 7 in favor.  MOTION 213 

PASSED. 214 

 215 

Traffic Signals 216 

 217 

Werner said that he and Chief Hanley had discussed this briefly earlier in the meeting 218 

and think maybe it would be good to get someone down from the State to go over the 219 

issues.  Werner said he believes it’s a sensing issue and not a timing issue.  He 220 

explained the sequencing of the lights and how the timing of when the vehicle arrives at 221 

the light is one issue that might make it appear the lights skip a sequence, when in fact 222 

the car was just a little too late in that sequence.  He said a week or so ago he had 223 

spoken to the State person who maintains these lights, and he was going to make some 224 

changes for the through-traffic so they have a longer period, but the traffic is different 225 

now with school out so it’s hard to see what was really accomplished.  226 

 227 
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Seeley said she thought the timing of the two lights was off so if the Middle Road light is 228 

green when the Hannaford light is red, cars can’t move.  She thought cars coming up to 229 

the Hannaford light should also trip the Middle Road light so they’re synchronized.  230 

Werner said the distance between the two is difficult to have them both work at the 231 

same time. 232 

 233 

Carpenter asked about the cycle of the light at the top of the hill by Court Square, since 234 

it seems to be sequencing when there are no pedestrians around.  Werner said that 235 

would indicate a loop detector problem.  Asermily asked about the Cross Street/Court 236 

Street light and having traffic stop in all directions so a pedestrian could cross safely.  237 

Seeley said she thought it wasn’t possible because of the timing of the light.  Werner 238 

said it could be done, but it would really impact the Court Square light so no one would 239 

be moving. 240 

 241 

9. Discussion of Policy Regarding Appointment of Selectboard Committees and 242 

Procedure for the Creation and Oversight of Selectboard Committees 243 

 244 

Carpenter said the Board had in their packets the draft policy created by the Policy 245 

Review Committee regarding appointment of Selectboard committees and the draft 246 

application form to people applying for appointment.  He said this had been reviewed 247 

previously by the Board and returned to the Policy Review Committee with suggested 248 

changes, and he asked them for any comments of the revised Policy. 249 

 250 

Asermily said she liked the clarity of the language proposed and thinks it strikes the 251 

balance the Board was looking for, and Seeley agreed and thought it looked 252 

reasonable, and she liked the application so the Board would get consistent information. 253 

 254 

Following a brief discussion regarding the types of appointments, Artim moved to 255 

support the adoption of the policy regarding the Appointment of Selectboard 256 

Committees and Procedure for the Creation and Oversight of Selectboard Committees 257 

and the creation of an Application for Appointment to Town Boards, Committees, 258 

Commissions, Task Forces and Official Positions.  Khan seconded the motion.  The 259 

motion carried with 7 in favor.  MOTION PASSED. 260 

 261 

Carpenter thanked the Policy Review Committee for their continued hard work. 262 

 263 

12. Approval of Check Warrants 264 

 265 

Nuovo made the motion to approve total expenditures in the amount of $749,133.69, 266 

consisting of $630,942.81 for accounts payable, and $118,189.88 for payroll, for the 267 

period July 24, 2019 through August 13, 2019.  Khan seconded the motion.  The motion 268 

carried with 7 in favor. MOTION PASSED. 269 

 270 

 271 

 272 

 273 



Selectboard Minutes 8/13/19 Page 7 
 

13. Town Manager’s Report 274 

 275 

Ramsay acknowledged the passing of life-long Middlebury resident Walter Calhoun who 276 

passed away on July 27th at the age of 92.  She said Calhoun led a life of service to his 277 

community, as a member of the Addison County Court Diversion Review Board, as 278 

Town Agent since 1991, as an elected official on the Board of Civil Authority and as a 279 

Justice of Peace.   280 

 281 

14. Board Member Concerns 282 

 283 

Artim welcomed Nuovo back from his absence due to recent knee surgery. 284 

 285 

Fuentes-George said the basketball court renovations are complete at the Harold Curtis 286 

Park and it looks great, and she also said the Lion’s Club Pavillion is up at the 287 

Recreation Park, but the concrete had not been poured at the time she saw it. 288 

 289 

Seeley reminded everyone the Downtown Block Party is tomorrow night and Town 290 

Manager Ramsay is taking a turn in the Dunk Tank, along with Bill Kernan and Jodi 291 

Covey. 292 

 293 

Asermily said the Addison County Walk-Bike Council is working on a triangle bike loop 294 

project now and there is a public hearing on August 15th in New Haven to get public 295 

input on this project.  She said the link about this project is very good and the work 296 

they’ve done can be used for many purposes. 297 

 298 

Asermily said ACTR is seeking feedback from their riders in the community and 299 

mentioned their Dial-a-Ride program and the need for volunteer drivers.  She said 300 

VTrans is also looking for input on the macro view of public transportation. 301 

 302 

16. Action on Matters Discussed in Executive Session 303 

 304 

There was no need for an Executive Session at this meeting. 305 

 306 

17. Adjourn 307 

 308 

The meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m. upon motion by Khan, seconded by Artim. 309 

 310 

The next meeting of the Middlebury Selectboard will be Tuesday, August 27, 2019 at 311 

7:00 p.m. in the Town Offices at 77 Main Street. 312 

 313 

Respectfully submitted, 314 

Beth Dow 315 

http://www.townofmiddlebury.org/document_center/Selectboard%20Meeting%20Packets/2019/14%20-%20August%2013%20SB%20Packet/11%20-%20Calhoun%20Obituary.pdf

